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MOORHEN MARSH
OPEN HOUSE - COME
CELEBRATE WITH US!
Saturday, May 11, 2019
MVSD is excited to invite you to
attend the grand opening of the newly
enhanced Moorhen Marsh on Saturday,
May 11th! The celebration will run
between 10 am and 3 pm with family
friendly activities including marsh
hikes, treatment plant tours, special
wildlife programs, community booths,
live music, refreshments, and more!
Visit MVSD’s Website for details or
contact us at info@mvsd.org if you
have questions.

Moorhen Marsh is Back and Better than Ever!
Created 45 years ago, Moorhen Marsh
was the first wetland on the West Coast
to use treated wastewater (effluent) as
its primary water source. As part of the
treatment process, Mt. View Sanitary
District (MVSD or the District) uses the
constructed wetland’s natural capacity
to reduce ammonia as the effluent
travels its 7-day route through Moorhen
Marsh to Peyton Slough. The 21-acre
wetland, though, wasn’t originally built
to treat wastewater. In 1974, the project
was designed solely to provide habitat
for fish and wildlife species when many
natural wetlands in California were
being lost to agriculture and urban
development. Over the decades, the
site has become important habitat for
many sensitive species, including the
North American river otter, green heron,
and western pond turtle — the state’s only
native freshwater turtle and designated as
a “species of special concern” by the CA
Department of Fish and Wildlife.
As the owner and operator of Moorhen
Marsh, MVSD is committed to maintaining
the environmental benefit the site
provides to both wildlife and our Martinez
community. In 2012, the District set out to
determine the maintenance activities and
habitat enhancements needed to enable the
site to continue delivering the functions and
values it was built to provide in the 1970s.
In 2013, the Moorhen Marsh Management
Plan was completed — a 55-page document
that culminated in the Moorhen Marsh
Western Pond Turtle Habitat Enhancement
Project. The project required a 2-year

“Marsh Wren” photo by Tim Hopwood

MOORHEN MARSH
HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thursday:
7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

closure of the marsh to the public between
January 2017 and February 2019, while
the newly enhanced wetland and riparian
habitats and visitor amenities were
constructed. Though it was a long 2 years,
we think the new ADA accessible trail,
boardwalk and viewing platform, upgraded
dip-netting areas for students participating
in the Wetlands Field Trip Program (see
article on page 2), ten new interpretive
panels, and two new picnic areas were worth
the wait!
MVSD is extremely proud of the newly
enhanced Moorhen Marsh. We encourage
you to explore the site multiple times in the
next few years to observe the changes in
vegetation and animal species over time. If
you visit and have observations to share or
questions about the project, please contact
MVSD’s District Biologist at kdavidson@
mvsd.org. We are always happy to hear
from you!

Keep Trash Out of McNabney Marsh!
It is a common sight: plastic bottles, drinking straws, and food wrappers strewn along
sidewalks, tossed into parking lots, or blown into streets. Always unsightly, litter can clog
storm drains; items that manage to pass through the grates will wash directly into nearby
waterways, including McNabney Marsh. However, trash isn’t just unsightly, it can also
harm fish and wildlife and degrade drinking water supplies. Please do your part to protect
McNabney Marsh and local creeks by:
1 Properly disposing of trash before it becomes litter
2 Never putting anything into a storm drain or drainage ditch

Friday:

3 Securing lids on all outdoor garbage cans

7:00 AM - 3:30 PM

4 Removing and properly disposing of litter wherever you find it
5 Organizing or participating in a local cleanup effort

May is American Wetlands Month
May 23 is World Turtle Day!

Wildlife Returns to Moorhen Marsh
The 2-year project to enhance
Moorhen Marsh was completed
in February 2019. Although the
construction and planting activities
are finished, and the human visitors
are back, some of the wildlife will
need time to return.

American Wetlands Month was created in 1991 by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). Every May, the public is encouraged to
celebrate and learn about the value of wetlands in our communities.
Once considered wastelands, wetlands are now understood to
provide critical ecological services including acting as filters for
pollutants, buffers to flooding, and critical habitat for wildlife.
Both Moorhen Marsh and McNabney Marsh are part of the Peyton
Slough Wetlands Complex, which is part of the Pacific Flyway. The
Pacific Flyway is the westernmost migratory corridor in North
America that extends between Alaska and Patagonia and provides
key resting and refueling areas for migratory birds.
We encourage everyone to spend time in May to better understand
our local wetlands!

As of mid-March, western pond
turtles have made their way
to Phase A ponds, where the
“Green Heron” photo by Tim Hopwood
vegetation has been growing for
more than a year, but had not yet repopulated the ponds in Phase B,
where work was most recently completed. Otters, beavers, and many
species of birds including mallards, cinnamon teal, marsh wren, tree
swallows, and green herons have also returned. Some are even nesting
in and around the lush vegetation in Phase A.
As of mid-April, at least seven pond turtles have been spotted basking
in the Phase B ponds, and Canada geese are nesting on the sparsely
vegetated islands. As the terrestrial and wetland plants are established
in Phase B, we expect to see more species resume nesting activities.
MVSD staff and consultants look forward to watching native species
return to the enhanced wetland, and we encourage you to explore the
site, with its new visitor amenities very soon!
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Calling All Teachers – Field Trips are Back for Fall
The Moorhen Marsh Enhancement Project definitely put a damper on the Wetlands
Field Trip Program. The past 2 years only allowed for field trips between February and
May. The good news: now that all the construction is over, MVSD will once again take
reservations for fall field trips between late September and November! Even more good
news: the new Classroom Programs will still be available December through February!
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The award-winning Wetlands Field Trip Program was developed by MVSD and the Lindsay
Wildlife Experience (LWE) in 1996 for Martinez school students. Today, thanks to various
grant programs, private donations, and revenues from MVSD’s cell tower and billboard
leases, students from schools throughout Contra Costa County can participate in the
free outdoor education experience.
During the 4-hour program, students explore Moorhen Marsh, dip-net for aquatic
animals, tour MVSD’s treatment plant, and learn about water pollution prevention and
aquatic animal adaptations. Contra Costa County teachers interested in signing up for
a field trip or classroom program should contact MVSD’s Administrative Assistant at
sseregin@mvsd.org.

If you would like to receive an electronic
version of the Mt. View Monitor in your
e-mail, please visit www.mvsd.org to sign up.

For a sewer emergency 24/7:
Call (925)228-5635
Visit www.facebook.com/mtviewsd

