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Shell employeeS 
Volunteer to paint 
interpretiVe Center
  MVSD is pleased to report that the 
hard work of a volunteer employee 
group from the Shell Martinez 
Refinery resulted in a fresh coat of 
paint for the Interpretive Center 
last summer. Shell volunteers from 
the Pressure Equipment Integrity 
group came to work on August 
25th, 2010 to prep and paint the 
16-year old facility. The event was 
also supported by local contractor 
Redwood Painting Company and 
MVSD staff.  

   We would also like to thank 
MVSD Board members Randell Wil-
liams and Gregory Pyka who par-
ticipated as Shell volunteers and 
worked hard to make this project 
a success.  The Wetlands Field Trip 
staff and all of the participants ap-
preciate the fresh new look!

Shell employees volunteered to paint                
the Interpretive Center in August 2010. 

Photo by Cindy Chen.
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new permit      
proteCtS DiStriCt                                       
rate payerS anD 
the enVironment
    A commitment to problem solving 
and rigorous environmental protec-
tion marked the cooperative efforts 
between MVSD staff and represen-
tatives from the San Francisco Bay 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Water Board) resulting in the final-
ization of the District’s new National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination Sys-
tem (NPDES) Permit. As authorized by 
the Clean Water Act, the NPDES per-
mit program controls water pollution 
by regulating sources that discharge 
pollutants into waters of the United 
States.

   The new permit took effect Janu-
ary 1, 2011 and will remain in place 
for the next five years. Compared 
with the previous permit, the new 
document simplifies and reduces 
the burden of a number of regula-
tory requirements. This will save both 
on outside laboratory fees and staff 
time, but still insures thorough and 
complete environmental protection.

   The permit includes a significantly 
lower ammonia limit to safeguard 
receiving waters. Cost containment    

article continued on page 4
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Rehabbed biRds Released in 
MooRhen and Mcnabney                                            
MaRsh coMplex 

This female Gadwall was released in Moorhen 
Marsh after it recuperated at the International 

Bird Rescue Research Center in Fairfield, CA.                                 
Photo by Cheryl Reynolds.

The Marsh Complex received 4 new residents last fall. Cheryl 
Reynolds from the International Bird Rescue Research Center 
(IBRRC) in Fairfield, CA made arrangements with District Biolo-
gist Kelly Davidson to release several rehabilitated wetlands 
species in Moorhen and McNabney marshes.

On October 22, 2010, a Common Moorhen, Mallard, and 
Gadwall were released in Pond B in Moorhen Marsh, while 
November 1 saw the release of a Wilson’s Snipe in McNabney 
Marsh along the plant road.

All 4 birds were found injured and brought to IBRRC earlier 
in the year. After receiving medical care and basic care, includ-
ing food and physical therapy/exercise, the birds receive a 
final release evaluation. If they pass the evaluation, they are 
returned to an appropriate wild habitat. MVSD is proud to 
provide a second chance “home” for these animals, and we 
look forward to future releases in the marshes!

the wetlanDS FielD trip program turnS 15! 
MVSD’s commitment to pollution prevention goes far beyond permit requirements and compliance consid-

erations, and the environmental education program is a prime example of this commitment.  The Wetlands 
Field Trip Program (WFT), MVSD’s most popular education program, celebrates its 15th anniversary during the 
2010-2011 school year. Since its inception, the program has attracted a loyal group of teachers who return 
every year with a new group of students. 

MVSD’s WFT Program (formerly known as the Interpretive Center Program) began in 1996 as a science field 
trip experience for Martinez elementary schools.  Thanks to dedicated contributors, including Shell Marti-
nez Refinery, and grant funding from the Contra Costa Fish and Wildlife Committee, students from schools 
throughout Contra Costa County can participate in this award-winning, hands-on, science experience.

The curriculum addresses many of the California State Science Standards for third, fourth, and fifth grades, 
with an emphasis on pollution prevention and wetlands conservation.  The year it was implemented, the 
program received the Public Education Award from the California Water Environment Association, and it was 
recognized in 2006 by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board with the “Award of Excel-
lence” in pollution prevention. MVSD is very proud of these accomplishments and looks forward to providing 
the next 15 years of the WFT Program to elementary school students throughout the county!
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the houSeholD hazarDouS 
waSte ColleCtion FaCility 
   Hazardous waste generated by residents and busi-
nesses can reach our waterways through runoff, 
sewer spills, storm drains, and landfills, and can pol-
lute our local water environment. The Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Facility, administered 
through a partnership between MVSD and Central 
Contra Costa Sanitary District, helps prevent this 
pollution through reuse, recycling, and proper dis-
posal of hazardous waste. 

If you are an MVSD customer, the HHWCF and 
its services are free to you (small businesses pay a 
modest fee). The facility is easy to use and con-
veniently located near Highway 4 and I-680 in 
Martinez. 

Please follow these guidelines when preparing 
to drop off hazardous waste at the facility:

 Ø Materials must be packaged in sturdy, non-leaking 
containers no larger than 5 gallons. Original con-
tainers are recommended.

 Ø Small leaking containers can be placed in sealed 
plastic bags. Larger containers should be placed in 
separate, covered, and non-leaking containers for 
safe and worry-free transport.

 Ø Containers can be placed into boxes lined with 
plastic garbage bags.

 Ø Five gallon plastic buckets with lids are available at 
most hardware stores and make good transporting 
containers.

hhwCF hourS

ØØ Residents:Ø

Monday - Saturday, 

9 AM - 4 PM

ØØ ReuseØRoom:Ø

Monday - Saturday, 

9 AM - 3:30 PM

ØØ SmallØBusinesses:Ø

Monday - Saturday, 

by appointment only

working with you to reDuCe 
Sewer SyStem oVerFlowS 
  In July 2009, the MVSD Board of Directors officially 
adopted the Sewer System Management Plan (SSMP) 
mandated by the California State Water Resources 
Control Board.  The SSMP’s goal is to reduce sanitary 
sewer overflows (SSOs), not only within our District, 
but in communities statewide. 

   MVSD serves approximately 18,000 residents and 
has an estimated 110 miles of gravity sewer, much of 
which is aging. To help reduce SSOs, MVSD increased 
its pro-active maintenance and video inspections of 
these lines. Video inspections help in gauging exist-
ing infrastructure and identifying capital improvement 
projects that may be needed in the future.   

   The District’s goal is to clean all MVSD lines every 
three years, and we have successfully cleaned almost 
98 miles of sewer line during the 2-year period be-
tween January 2009 and January 2011. This improved 
maintenance schedule has already decreased the 
number of sewer service calls in 2010 by 20%!

   But reducing overflows isn’t just up to us. By keep-
ing fats, oil, and grease (FOG) out of household drains, 
you are doing your part to keep the system working 
smoothly. Remember, FOG belongs in the trash, not 
down the sink!  

   With your help, MVSD believes we can significantly 
reduce SSOs today and in the future. And that benefits 
the District, our rate payers, and the environment. 

by Dale W. Riddle, 
Maintenance/SSMP Coordinator



new permit 
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NPDES

ChriStmaS BirD Count at mVSD
mt. DiaBlo auDuBon CountS 76 SpeCieS in marSh Complex!

In 1900, naturalist Frank Chapman organized the first Christmas Bird 
Census. Today, more than 50,000 birding enthusiasts participate across 
the nation in the all-day count of winter bird populations known as 
the Christmas Bird Count or “CBC”. The resulting efforts have created 
the longest-running database in ornithology: over a century of unbro-
ken data on bird populations across the Americas. The database can 
be accessed through the BirdSource web site at www.birdsource.com. 

On Saturday, December 18th, Mt. Diablo Audubon birders counted 
76 species in Moorhen Marsh and McNabney Marsh! Some of the 
highlights and unusual species are listed below:

MOORHEN MARSH

 Ø 1 Osprey (the only record for the day)

 Ø 2 Merlin

 Ø 3 Green Heron

 Ø 1 Virginia Rail

 Ø 30 Snow Geese (flying west over refinery)

 Ø 17 Yellow-rumped Warbler

McNABNEY MARSH

 Ø 105 Green-winged Teal

 Ø 69 American Wigeon

 Ø 19 Wilson’s Snipe
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If you would like to receive the full count results, please contact 
District Biologist Kelly Davidson at 228-5635 x19 or via email at:             
kdavidson@mvsd.org.

Great Egret. 
Photo by Kelly Davidson.

Common BirDS    
iD guiDe 

   Thanks to former Board of Direc-
tors President Stanley Caldwell, 
MVSD can now provide “fledg-
ling” bird watchers with a tool to 
increase their bird identification 
skills. Birds of McNabney Marsh and 
Moorhen Marsh is a guide provid-
ing readers with field marks and 
background on 36 of our most 
common feathered friends.

   These guides are free of charge 
to anyone birding in the marsh 
complex during business hours. 
Just ask for your copy at the front 
desk of the Administration Build-
ing when you check in before you 
head out to the wetlands.

   MVSD also thanks Kerstin Firmin 
from “Design for Good” for donat-
ing her design expertise to this 
wetlands education project.

Three Green Herons were counted in Moorhen Marsh during the CBC. Found 
in wetlands and riparian habitats, these stocky herons are regularly seen in the 

21-acre constructed freshwater marsh. Photo by Kelly Davidson.

was achieved through detailed ex-
ploration of the Clean Water Act’s 
provisions for maintenance and 
operations, combined with the 
District’s commitment to ongoing 
assessments of receiving water 
quality.

   MVSD appreciates the com-
petency and professionalism of 
Water Board staff whose common 
sense and interactive approach 
allowed for a win for the environ-
ment and a win for rate payers.

   If you have questions about the 
permit, please contact District 
Chemist Lilia Corona at 228-5635 
x16 or lcorona@mvsd.org.
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CheCk out the new
DiStriCt CoDe on-line! 

   To make information more accessible for our 
rate payers, MVSD has uploaded our new District 
Code to our web site. The Code consolidates exist-
ing District Ordinances and practices into a single 
easily navigated document, clearly organized by 
subject matter. 
   The Code provides information on the rules, 
regulations, and policies by which the District 
operates. Want to know what substances cannot 
be flushed down the drain? Or what the require-
ments for new sewer construction are? Start with 
the Table of Contents by clicking on District Code 
from the menu on the left of our home page and 
you are on your way! 
   MVSD District Engineer Randy Leptien and 
District Counsel Dan Adams were instrumental in 
developing and producing the Code, which will 
make finding information on the rules and regu-
lations of the District much easier for the public, 
contractors, and District staff.  We hope you agree, 
so check it out at www.mvsd.org!

noVemBer planting in    
moorhen marSh   

     On November 29, 2010, habitat restoration specialists 
from The Watershed Nursery planted over 500 one-gal-
lon sized wetlands plants along Fat Slough in Moorhen 
Marsh. Species planted included Wetlands Yarrow, Marsh 
Baccharis, Western Flat-topped Goldenrod, Coast Gum 
Plant, Pacific Water Parsley, Salt Marsh Fleabane and two 
species of wetland grasses. These species provide food 
and habitat to a number of aquatic animals making their 
home in Moorhen Marsh.

   The new plants will receive a thick layer of mulch to 
help fight off non-native competitors and to reduce wa-
ter loss in the soil. Plants will be monitored over the next 
two years to determine how many survive their transi-
tion period. MVSD extends its thanks to The Watershed 
Nursery staff for their hard work and expertise with this 
wetland habitat enhancement project. 

riVer otterS in the wetlanDS!   

   Late summer and fall last year brought North American 
River Otter (Lontra canadensis) sightings in Moorhen and 
McNabney Marshes to an all time high. The otters have 
been seen crossing levees, grooming, swimming, feed-
ing, playing, and even mating in the ponds and Peyton 
Slough. Favorite foods appear to be crayfish and slow 
moving fish including carp and sunfish species.

   Groups of 4 or more otters were common. There were 
many sightings of 7-9 otters, but the record was 13 in-
dividuals swimming in Pond E and crossing the levee to 
Pond D in Moorhen Marsh on November 22, 2010. 

   Though wary of observers, the otters usually continue 
to play and feed in the presence of people as long as 
they can achieve a comfortable distance.

Staff from The Watershed Nursery in Richmond, CA plant            
wetlands species including Coast Gum Plant in Moorhen Marsh.                

Photo by Kelly Davidson.

Nine River Otters take a break from foraging on a tule mat in Pond E of 
Moorhen Marsh on January 5, 2011. The otters are regularly seen eating 

crayfish and carp in the marsh and Peyton Slough.
Photo by Kelly Davidson. 



 Ø Meet at the observation platform just 
before the tunnel.

 Ø Dress in layers and wear comfortable, 
closed-toed shoes.

 Ø Bring binoculars if you have them; we 
have a few pairs to loan.

 Ø Beginners are always welcome.

 Ø Heavy rain cancels!

Join District Biologist Kelly Davidson for a fun and informative 
hike around the McNabney and Moorhen Marsh system. We will 

introduce you to the diversity of resident and migrant birds found 
in and around these historic Contra Costa wetlands. Some species 
will be nesting and we will look for both nests and young.

wetlanDS BirDing FielD tripS
SaturDay, marCh 26 anD SaturDay, may 7, 2011 

8:00 am - 11:00 am
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For more inFormation pleaSe ContaCt:

pleaSe Join uS! 
John muir aSSoCiation’S BirthDay

earth Day eVent
SaturDay, april 16, 2011 - 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Kelly Davidson, District Biologist
925-228-5635 x19  v  kdavidson@mvsd.org  v  www.mvsd.org

Join us again this year for another fantastic John Muir Birthday–Earth Day Celebration at the John Muir   
National Historic Site in Martinez. Admission is free and there are lots of fun things to do and see! 

Guests will enjoy interactive activities for children and adults, live entertainment, self-guided tours 
of the historic home and grounds—including the California Native Plant Garden—and much more.         

The Celebration is presented by the John Muir Association and the National Park Service. For more infor-
mation visit the Association’s web site at: http://www.johnmuirassociation.org/.



garDening For wilDliFe workShop
hummingBirDS, BeeS, ButterFlieS anD more! 

 SaturDay, april 23  10:00 am - 1:00 pm

This specialized workshop gives you the tools to create habitat for wildlife including birds, butterflies and 
other beneficial insects. The focus is on creating native plant communities to create habitat. Participants will 
learn how to assess their own garden space, simple propagation techniques for common natives, and tools 
that attract wildlife including water features, shade, flowering plants and much more!
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Kelly Davidson, District Biologist
925-228-5635 x19  v  kdavidson@mvsd.org  v  www.mvsd.org

For more inFormation pleaSe ContaCt:

Every May, MVSD celebrates American Wetlands Month. 
Started by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) and its partners in 1991, American Wetlands Month is 
an opportunity to educate the American public about the 
functions and benefits of wetlands. 

For more information, please visit the EPA web site at: 
www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands and then come out and 

join us for one of our events!

ameriCan wetlanDS month

Free workShopS at mVSD!

home CompoSting workShop
SaturDay, may 7  12:30 pm - 2:30 pm

Ever wonder what to do with lawn clippings, leaves, and kitchen 
scraps that you hate to throw in the garbage? Consider compost-

ing. Finished compost improves soil structure and adds nutrients to 
gardens and yards. And the best part of composting is it puts to good 
use wastes that might otherwise end up in a landfill. 

Join us for this popular free, two-hour workshop by calling 335-1225 
to sign up. Space is limited, so call today!

it’S Free!

Snowy Egrets in McNabney Marsh.
Photo by Dick Bogaert.

If you would like to be on our 
mailing list for public events, 

please send a request to
 info@mvsd.org.

Join our mailing liSt!
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Spring eVentS  
See page 6 anD 7 For DetailS 

If you would like to be on our mailing list for public       
events, please send a request to info@mvsd.org. 

SaturDay, marCh 26  
mVSD wetlanDS BirD walk

SaturDay, april 16  
Jma BirthDay-earth Day

SaturDay, april 23  
garDening For wilDliFe workShop

SaturDay, may 7  
mVSD wetlanDS BirD walk

SaturDay, may 7  
home CompoSting workShop


