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New Interpretive Panels
in McNabney Marsh
Creating a Wildlife Oasis
Tucked between two refineries and Interstate 680,
McNabney Marsh is a wildlife oasis. Its long history
of community restoration efforts began in the 1970s
when Mt. View Sanitary District (MVSD) created the
first wetlands using treated wastewater on the West
Coast. Flows from MVSD’s Moorhen Marsh feed
directly into McNabney Marsh, providing a yearround water supply.
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The community feared the marsh would never
recover from the devastating effects of the 1988 Shell
Oil spill. The cleanup, spearheaded by Shell Oil and
characterized by remarkable cooperation and collaboration, was completed in only six months. Community
involvement in the cleanup efforts led to forming the
Shell Marsh Advisory Committee that ultimately
became the McNabney Marsh Management and
Advisory Committee in 1992. Renamed the Peyton
Slough Wetlands Advisory Committee in 2006,
this stakeholders group involves industry, local
governments, regulatory agencies, environmental
groups, and private citizens in marsh management.
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As you may remember from
the March issue of the Mt.
View Monitor, MVSD received
a small grant to design, fabricate, and install 3 interpretive panels at the south end of
McNabney Marsh. With creative assistance from the East
Bay Regional Park District’s
exhibit design team, MVSD
was able to save enough on
design to fabricate and install
an additional panel.
Eventually, the public education panels will be anchored
to the viewing platform that is
planned for installation soon.
Until then, the interpretive panels are located off of the road
that leads to the Administration Building before you drive
through the tunnel.
The public will have access to
the panels between 7 am and
4:30 pm Monday through Friday. MVSD will also host several weekend public programs
annually which will include
viewing of the panels (see birdwalk article at right).



SSMP Update
MVSD continues to work towards completing the 3-phase
Sewer System Management
Plan (SSMP) mandate of the
Regional Water Quality Control Board. The 1st phase was
successfully completed in August 2006. The 2nd phase is
due August 31st and includes
the following:
• descriptions of legal authority
for the District
• measures and activities to
maintain the collection system
• design and construction standards

For more information about the
SSMP, please call 228-5635
x10. We will do our best to answer your questions.

Summer Bird Walk
August 25th
8 am - 11 am
Join Wetlands Biologist Dick
Bogaert and our many feathered friends for a walk along
McNabney Marsh. Meet on
the plant road just before the
tunnel. Bring water, comfortable, closed-toe shoes, and
binoculars if you have them.
We will have a few pairs to
loan. All levels of birding experience welcome - including
beginners. Call 228-5635 x16
for more information.
See you there!!
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Celebrating the “Grandfather of
Pollution Prevention”
It is with great sadness that MVSD announces the passing of retired Technical Services
Director, Dr. Teng-chung Wu, last March. Dr.
Wu was widely regarded as the “Grandfather
of Pollution Prevention” (P2) in California. He
earned this reputation during his 35 years with
the San Francisco Regional Water Quality
Control Board (SF Water Board) before joining
MVSD in 2001.
Dr. Wu was responsible for creating a regional approach to P2 during his tenure as the
Chief of the Municipal Wastewater Division.
His efforts lead to the formation of the Bay
Area Pollution Prevention Group; an existing
organization that continues to provide a forum
for information exchanges and P2 project collaboration.
Dr. Wu’s commitment to public outreach,
both locally and internationally, while at the
SF Water Board followed him to MVSD where
he hosted many P2 programs and tours for
international groups from China, Taiwan, and
Russia. His notable skills and dedication to environmental protection will be greatly missed.
Several organizations will be honoring Dr. Wu
in the months to come. A few key honors are
listed below:
• The SF Water Board has created the annual “Dr. Tengchung Wu P2 Award” acknowledging excellence in
P2 programs that provide significant environmental
benefit.
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Thank You
Earth Day Volunteers!

Volunteer, Edward Raya, making a difference!

A fun group of green-minded folks got together to celebrate “Earth Day” on April 21 in
Martinez. Over 20 folks from the surrounding
community, as well as friends and supporters of MVSD’s Interpretive Center Program,
joined in to clean up the ditches and waterways at the south end of McNabney Marsh
near the Vinehill neighborhood. From 10 am
until noon, volunteers removed plastic bags,
shoes, cigarette butts, aluminum cans and
even an old shopping cart!
The volunteers, led by MVSD staff, got
down and dirty to remove 25 large bags of
garbage and 20 tires from the Marsh. Participants received a free Earth Day T-shirt along
with pride in a job well done!

• The Contra Costa Watershed Forum will dedicate the
November 15 Public Symposium in Dr. Wu’s memory.
• The City of Walnut Creek dedicated March 7th, 2007 as
“Dr. Wu Day”.
• MVSD will acknowledge Dr. Wu’s accomplishments at
the Household Hazardous Waste Facility 10th Anniversary Celebration on September 20th.
• MVSD will honor Dr. Wu’s memory with a permanent
monument placed with the new public observation
platform along the plant road overlooking the marsh.

Volunteers Stephanie and Summer after the cleanup
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McNabney Marsh Dredging
Project Update
The long anticipated dredging work in
McNabney Marsh will finally take place this
summer. Excavating machinery will remove
20 years of accumulated sediment and clear
encroaching cattails from several channels
in the marsh, creating better habitat, water
quality, and mosquito control for marsh inhabitants.
After the initial dredging is completed, water control gates will be installed for water
flow control during key periods, such as
nesting season. MVSD is hopeful that all
construction will be completed by October,
the height of fall migration for many species
of shorebirds and waterfowl dependent on
the marsh for food and rest.
If you have questions about this project
or McNabney Marsh in general, please
contact Wetlands Biologist Dick Bogaert at
dbogaert@mvsd.org or 228-5635 x16. You
can also meet Dick and ask questions about
the marsh at the August 25th “Summer Bird
Walk”. It will be a great time to view the new
Interpretive Panels too (see articles on front
page).
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FREE “Bay Friendly”
Home Composting Workshop
Saturday, November 10

A free home composting workshop will be
offered at MVSD’s Administration Building on
Saturday, November 10 from 9 am to 11 am.
Participants will be given hands-on experience making, maintaining, and harvesting a
compost pile. The workshop will also touch
on worm composting as a means of turning
kitchen scraps into high quality compost.
Please sign up by November 5th. For more
information call Kelly at 228-5635 x19.
Did you know this about mercury?
• Mercury is a naturally occurring trace element
found in air, water, soil, and rocks.
• It is classified as a “heavy metal” and is toxic to
humans and wildlife.
• It is found in thousands of household and commercial products and industrial processes.
• It is recognized as a pollutant of concern and is
closely monitored by MVSD.

You can protect the environment by:
• Disposing of household thermostats, fluorescent bulbs and other mercury containing items
at the HHWCF on Imhoff Place in Martinez.
• Exchanging your mercury thermometer for a
digital thermometer for free at the HHWCF.
American Avocet foraging in wetlands

• Call 1-800-646-1431 for more information about
mercury disposal at the HHWCF.
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Mt. View Sanitary District
Administration Bldg. & Treatment Plant
3800 Arthur Road/P O Box 2757
Martinez, CA 94553
www.mvsd.org
Board of Directors
Randell E. Williams, President
David P. Maggi, Vice-President
Stanley R. Caldwell
Gregory T. Pyka
Dorothy M. Sakazaki
District Board meetings, held the second
Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM at the
Administration Building, are open to the public.
David R. Contreras, District Manager
Sheri L. Riddle, Office Coordinator/Board Secretary
Kelly Davidson, Newsletter Editor
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
4797 Imhoff Place, Martinez CA 94553
1-800-646-1431
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
During office hours (M-F 7 AM - 4:30 PM): 228-5635
Outside office hours: 646-2441 (Sheriff’s Dept.)
Call immediately to report any sewer problems.

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Facility is Celebrating 10 Years of Pollution
Prevention in Contra Costa County!
The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility (HHWCF) on Imhoff Place in Martinez is celebrating 10 years of reducing pollution in our neighborhoods. Residents and small businesses from Alamo,
Blackhawk, Clayton, Concord, Clyde, Danville, Lafayette, Martinez, Moraga, Orinda, Pacheco, Pleasant
Hill, San Ramon, Walnut Creek, and surrounding unincorporated areas can safely dispose of hazardous
materials at the HHWCF.
Since September of 1997, the HHWCF has collected and disposed of over 16 million pounds of hazardous waste generated in central Contra Costa County.
MVSD and Central Contra Costa Sanitary District (cosponsors of the HHWCF) want to thank participating
local residents for doing their part to create a cleaner
and greener community!

