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Celebrating American Wetlands Month!
May marks the 18th anniversary of “American Wetlands
Month”, a time when government, non-profit, and private sector
organizations celebrate the vital importance of wetlands to our
ecological, economic, and social health. It is also a great opportunity to discover and teach others about the important role that
wetlands play in our environment and the significant benefits
they provide. These include improved water quality, increased
water storage and supply, reduced flood and storm surge risk,
and critical habitat for many species of plants, fish, and wildlife.
American Wetlands Month was created in 1991 by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and its partners to celebrate
the nation’s critical wetland resources and to educate the public
about wetland habitat loss. The annual celebration of American
Wetlands Month in May inspires and empowers people to work
throughout the year to protect, preserve, and expand wetlands
such as McNabney Marsh along I-680 in Martinez.
The accidental Shell Oil spill affecting McNabney Marsh occurred in 1988 - just 20 years ago. Thanks to a committed and
hard working local community with leadership from industry and
special districts such as MVSD, McNabney Marsh is a thriving
“wildlife oasis” where people come to watch birds, take photographs, and enjoy the natural world. We encourage all of you
to join us in celebrating McNabney Marsh in May and for many
years to come! To learn more about American Wetlands Month
please visit: www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/awm/
See insert for details on the
Saturday, May 17th McNabney Marsh event!

American White Pelicans and Great Egrets feeding and resting in McNabney
Marsh adjacent to I-680 in Martinez. These are just two species who will benefit
from the recent restoration efforts in the wetlands.
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Important Information for Residents
The MVSD team is dedicated to utilizing funds
in an efficient and proactive manner. As part of
the Capital Improvement Program, the District
has been concentrating on improvements in the
District such as Blum Road and the West Service
Area by cleaning, televising, repairing, and/or replacing maturing sewer main lines.
The aging force main, from Pump Station #2
at the end of Austen Way, required rehabilitation. The path of this force main originally discharged to north Blum Road, which caused excessive costs in maintenance and pumping. The
project re-routed the force main to southern
Blum Road. The re-routing improved reliability
and efficiency of the system, allowing for more
capacity through the main and eventually at the
treatment plant.
The West Service Area is comprised of the community of Mountain View. Recent activities in the
West Service Area include the rehabilitation of
the sewer main in the 500 and 600 blocks of Palm
Avenue and Almond Street between Santa Fe Avenue and Howe Road.
Other sewer collection systems areas scheduled
for this year include Pump Station #1 on Arthur
Road, and sections of Merle, Monterey, Palm, Bella Vista, and Leslie Avenues.

Photo Caption Here
Blum Road force main re-routing
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Remember to Take your Household
Hazardous Waste to the HHWCF!

• Central Contra Costa Sanitary District (Central
San) teamed up with MVSD to build and operate
the first permanent Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Facility (HHWCF) in the county.
• Location: Central San’s wastewater treatment
plant 4749 Imhoff Place, Martinez, CA 94553
• Hazardous waste such as old paint, snail and
slug bait, and cleaning products that are generated from households in central Contra Costa
County are accepted free of charge.
• Open for residents: Tues. - Sat., 9am - 4pm.
• Small Businesses: By appointment only.

Call 1-800-646-1431 or visit: www.mvsd.org
for more information on the HHWCF!
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MVSD Wins Public Education Grant!
We are pleased to announce that the
District was awarded a grant for $4,650
from the Contra Costa Fish and Wildlife
Committee to design, fabricate, and install
5 interpretive panels in the 21 acre Moorhen Marsh. The project will take about one
year to complete.
Like the panels for McNabney Marsh, the
Moorhen Marsh panels will be designed by
the East Bay Regional Park District with
the goal of connecting the community to an
ecologically and historically important fresh
water marsh in Contra Costa County.
The panels will provide information about
the history, habitat and recreational value
of Moorhen Marsh and Peyton Slough.
We will keep you updated on the project
in future issues of the newsletter!

American Painted Lady sipping nectar

FREE Bay-Friendly Gardening Workshop - May 10th - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Control pests without harsh chemicals and learn how to attract beneficial insects such as ladybugs, butterflies, and
lacewings to your garden. Hands on activities mean you will leave feeling empowered to make simple, environmentally
friendly changes to your garden practices that will also save you money and time. Free guidebook for all participants!
Bay-Friendly gardening offers an approach to landscaping that makes it easy to have a garden you enjoy while reducing waste, conserving water, and reducing pollution. For more information visit www.thewatershedproject.org.
Call 510-215-4666 for more information and to sign up!

This workshop series, the first ever in Contra Costa County, is sponsored by Mt.
View Sanitary District in partnership with Recyclemore.com and the Watershed
Project, a non-profit agency based in Contra Costa County.

Coming soon
Look for the Bay-Friendly workshop series in Martinez!
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Back by Popular Demand!

FREE Composting Workshop
Saturday, June 21 - 9am to 11am

www.mvsd.org
Board of Directors

David P. Maggi, President
Stanley R. Caldwell, Vice-President
Gregory T. Pyka
Dorothy M. Sakazaki
Randell E. Williams
District Board meetings, held the second
Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM at the
Administration Building, are open to the public.
David R. Contreras, District Manager
Sheri L. Riddle, Office Manager/Board Secretary
Kelly Davidson, Newsletter Editor
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
4797 Imhoff Place, Martinez CA 94553
1-800-646-1431
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
During office hours (M-F 7 AM - 4:30 PM): 228-5635
Outside office hours: 646-2441 (County Sheriff’s Dept)
or 372-3440 (Martinez Police Dept)

A free home composting workshop will be
offered at MVSD’s Administration Building on
Saturday, June 21 from 9am to 11am. Participants will be given hands-on experience making, maintaining, and harvesting a compost
pile. The workshop will also touch on worm
composting as a means of turning kitchen
scraps into high quality compost.
Call the County Recycling Hotline at
800-750-4096 to reserve your spot!

Details at www.mvsd.org

—at Martinez’s “Crown Jewel” McNabney Marsh
Saturday, May 17, 2008
10:00 am–2:00 pm

Photo Credit: Brian Murphy

Activities will include:
• Complimentary BBQ Lunch
• Live animal presentations
• Guided Bird Watching and Nature Walks
• Children and Family Activities—
make a turtle raft!
• Mt. View Sanitary District’s 85th
Anniversary Celebration

• Dedication of McNabney Marsh
Observation Platform
• Dr. Teng-Chung Wu Memorial
Plaque Unveiling
• Tours of the Treatment Plant
and Marshes
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Children under the age of 16 should be accompanied by an adult.
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For more information, visit website www.mvsd.org or call (925) 228-5635 ext. 10

MVSD Celebrates 85 Years
of Service 1923 - 2008!
Below is a short list of key MVSD milestones:
1923
• MVSD founded
• The first Board meeting was held on June 12, 1923 and the
president of the Board was Jesse V. Allen. The newly elected
Board members met at Allen’s Garage and adjourned to
meet in the Dellarosa hall.
1951
• The District installed primary treatment units.

MVSD Secondary Treatment
Construction

1968
• Secondary treatment was installed with the construction of
a secondary clarifier, digester, thickener, and biofilter.
1972
• The Clean Water Act was passed defining the EPA’s goals for
cleaning the nation’s waterways.
1974
• MVSD created Moorhen Marsh, the West Coast’s first constructed wetland to use reclaimed water.

Canada Geese in Moorhen Marsh

1980
• MVSD installed one of the first sludge belt filter press units in
California.
1994
• MVSD became the first treatment plant in Northern California to convert to ultraviolet light disinfection, eliminating
hazardous chemicals on site.
1996
• Construction of the Interpretive Center began, allowing the
District to provide wetland field trip experiences for elementary school students and teachers.
1997
• Partnering with Central San, the District created the first
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility in the county.

Construction of the Interpretive
Center begins Sept.1996

1999
• As a result of management agreements, 69 acres were
added to McNabney Marsh, totaling 151 acres.
2008
• MVSD is on the cutting edge with unique and award winning programs such as its wetlands restoration, public
education, and unique treatment plant processes.

Breaking ground for the Household
Hazardous Waste Facility

