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Change in Alternative Daily Cover Law May
Require Changes in Biosolids Handling
Biosolids are nutrient-rich organic materials
resulting from the treatment of domestic sewage
ina wastewatertreatmentfacility.Biosolidsare
a beneficial resource, containing essential plant
nutrients and organic matter. MVSD’s treatment
process continually separates solids from liquids
and sends the solids to an anaerobic digester.
Solidsremaininthedigesterfor30-70daysandare
constantly mixed and heated to 95-105 degrees. In
theseperfect conditions,theacid former bacteria
and methane former bacteria consume volatile
organics and significantly reduce pathogens. MVSD
sends dried biosolids for use as alternative daily
cover (ADC) at a municipal solid waste landfill.

The California Association of Sanitary Agencies
recognizes that the wastewater sector can accept
significant quantities of food waste for co-digestion
and green waste for composting with biosolids, but
restrictive local ordinances are in direct conflict with
ensuring markets for MVSD’s biosolids, biogas, and
compost. MVSD continues to investigate alternative
treatment and disposal options in the event that
ADC is no longer permitted.

Currently, jurisdictions and regional agencies
receive diversion credit for ADC use, but new
California legislation has made the long-term
viability of the beneficial use of biosolids as cover
material or for burial at municipal solid waste
landfills uncertain. SB 1383 (2016) requires specific
reductions in methane production by 2030 and
identifies programs for target reductions, including:
•

Divert50%of organicwastefromlandfills
(based on 2014 levels) by 2020

•

Divert 75% of organic waste from landfills
(based on 2014 levels) by 2025

•

Achievea 40%reductioninmethaneemissions
(based on 2013 levels) by 2020

Digested Biosolids are dewatered by centrifuge.
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Celebrating a Grand Event at Moorhen Marsh
MVSD recently celebrated the grand re-opening of
Moorhen Marsh with an event commemorating the
completionoftheWesternPondTurtleEnhancement
Project, the 45th Anniversary of the creation of
MoorhenMarsh,andthe95thAnniversaryofMVSD’s
founding as a public agency. The convergence of these
significant milestones provided a unique opportunity
for recognition and celebration for MVSD and the local
community. Master of Ceremonies, Doug McConnell,
welcomed the public, along with MVSD Staff and Board,
and acknowledged local and regional elected officials,
kicking-off the event on a sunny Saturday in May.
MVSD received special certificates of recognition from
CaliforniaAssemblymemberTimGraysonandU.S.
Congressman MikeThompson.

MVSDandtheir generouseventpartners provided
refreshmentsandentertainmentforeveryonewho
attended. Activities included turtle walks, snake
talks, and a passport guide featuringMoorhen Marsh
funfacts,awildlifetriviascavengerhuntandstamp
passport, for winning nature-themed prizes. Booths with
representatives from more than a dozen organizations
who play a vital role in preserving and protecting
local wildlife habitat offered information and a chance
to interact with real-life animal ambassadors. MVSD
distributed water bottles and cloth bags to attendees
andhydrationstationswerelocatedthroughoutthe
event, along with carefully monitored waste and
recycling stations, to keep the event clean and green!

MVSD was delighted to have Doug McConnell as the Master of
Ceremonies for the Moorhen Marsh Grand Opening.

Jeff Alvarez leading a turtle walk was a big hit.

MVSD Directors Al Schaal, Vice President
Gregory Pyka, President Stan Caldwell, Brian
Danley, and General Manager Neal Allen cut
the ribbon to the new boardwalk during the
Moorhen Marsh Grand Opening event.
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Protect Your Pipes and Get a Permit!
Just a brief reminder that all MVSD customers
need to obtain a permit for any work performed
on their home’s private sewer laterals. The private
sewer lateral is the part of the sewer that runs
from the house to the public sewer main under the
street, alley, or in an easement alongside the house.
The Mt. View Sanitary District typically defines
the Sanitary Sewer Lateral or building lateral as
beginning within 2 feet of the building structure to
whereitconnectstothemainlinesewer.Thisalso
includes the fitting in which the lateral connects to
the mainline.
Maintenance of the private sewer lateral
is the responsibility of the homeowner,
so it’s a good idea to know where your
sewer lateral is located. Your home
may have a cleanout just outside of
the building or just behind the sidewalk
on your property. The cleanout may
be marked with the letter “S” or
word “SEWER” on the cover or there
might be an “S” stamped on the curb
in front of your house. Some older
homes may not have any cleanouts
or markings to help locate your
lateral. While the sanitary sewer is
the property owner’s responsibility,
any repair or replacement has to
comply with MVSD’s specifications.
This is necessary to ensure MVSD’s

sanitarysewersystemintegrityisnotbreachedor
compromised. Poorly constructed sewer laterals
can cause sewer backups and overflows that cause
property damage and pose a health risk.
Mt. View Sanitary District customers are required
bytheDistrictCodetoobtainpermitsfor activities
that affect our sewer collection system, wastewater
treatment or discharge processes. Permits are
not transferable. Toobtain a permit for work tobe
performed on your home’s private sewer lateral,
please call MVSD at (925) 228-5635 during normal
business hours and our staff will be happy to assist
you with this process.

The private sewer lateral is the part of the sewer that runs from the house to the public
sewer main.

MVSD would like to thank all of our generous event sponsors:
Gold Sponsors
• Maggioria & Ghilotti, Inc.
• Marathon Petroleum
• Neal & Debbie Allen
• Randy & Roxie Leptien
Silver Sponsors
• Lilia & David Corona
• Oasis Veterinary Hospital
• The Wildlife Project
• West Yost Associate
• Wiley Veterinary Corporation

Bronze Sponsors
• Area West Environmental
• Contra Costa Resource Conservation District
• David & Vicki Maggi
• Kelly Davidson Chou
• Du-all Safety
• Green Vista Landscape
Event Partners
• Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
• Shell Martinez Refinery Volunteers
• California ConservationCorps
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MVSD Introduces New Staff
MVSD is delighted to announce the addition of three
new staff members to the team.
Denise Gray joins the District in the role of
Administrative Services Manager/Chief Financial
Officer after performing similar tasks for theCity
of Stockton. Denise handles several administrative
functions for the District including Human
Resources Administration/Personnel Management,
providing oversight of District finances and budget
development, manages the administrative staff,
coordinates information technology services, and
procurement of supplies and equipment. When
asked about the favorite part of her workday, Gray
replied, “The staff is awesome, and the environment
is positive; it’s just good energy. Starting with
the Board of Directors on down; everyone cares
about the District, the constituents and being good
stewards of ratepayer dollars.” Denise was attracted
to MVSD because it is a small, well established
District which allows her to apply 20+ years of
public agency knowledge, skills, and abilities in the
essential areas of the District’s finances, budget and
administration; yet still presents her with challenges
inotherareasofresponsibilitiesspecifictoSpecial
Districts. When not at work, Denise enjoys spending
time with her family and maintaining an active
healthy lifestyle.
Marie Hernandez joins MVSD in the role of
Maintenance Planner/Scheduler. Her primary
duties are planning, scheduling and coordinating
maintenance of the Wastewater Collection System
and Wastewater Treatment Plant assets utilizing the
District’s Computerized Maintenance Management
System (CMMS). Previously, Marie worked on
the City of Richmond’s Wastewater and Storm
Water Collection System and brings extensive
experiencein the planning andscheduling of key
water infrastructure. Marie takes great pride in
helping the District realize its mission statement of
protecting public health and the environment, in a
safe and reliable manner, at a responsible cost. She
isenjoyingthevarietyoftasks shedeals withevery
day and is gratified by the work-life balance offered
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The newest MVSD staff (from left to right) Denise Gray, Ervin Quejado
and Marie Hernandez are happy to help the District meet its mission of
protecting public health and the environment at a reasonable cost.

by working for MVSD. Plus, she loves the team spirit
displayed by her colleagues at theDistrict, saying
“Every day, we work hard to adhere to the Districts
mission and the value it brings to our ratepayers.”
Awayfrom theoffice,Marieenjoys family time and
cooking on the weekend or watching sports.
Ervin Quejado has joined MVSD in the role of
Operator II. In this role, he is part of a team
responsible for the operation and maintenance
of the treatment plant and collections system to
meet the requirements of the National Pollution
DischargeEliminationSystem(NPDES)permit.
Someof Ervin’s duties include monitoring the
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA)
system, exercising valves, collecting samples,
inspectingpumpstations,maintaining thesewer
system, and repairing/replacing equipment at the
treatment plant. Ervin previously worked for the
City of Hayward and is now enjoying a much shorter
commutetoMVSD. According toErvin, aside from
the comradery he enjoys with his MVSD teammates
the best part of his day is the variety of tasks he
performs. “I really enjoy the variety of each day’s
tasks…It can be process changes, line maintenance
work, plant maintenance, supply runs, etc. Things
haven’t become “routine and boring” and I love
the challenge!” Before he began his career as an
Operator, Ervin served in U. S. Air Force for six years
as an Aerospace Maintenance Craftsman. When not
at work, Ervin enjoys family time and spending time
in the outdoors.

Wetlands Education Program Underway –
Calling all Elementary School Teachers!
MVSD has partnered with the Lindsay Wildlife
Experience to provide free 1-hour classroom
programs for Contra Costa County elementary
school students. This classroom program is
provided during the rainy season (December
through February). These wetland and pollution
prevention-themed programs can be scheduled
now and are perfect for 3rd, 4th, and 5th-grade
students. Please contact the District by email
at Education@mvsd.org or by phone at
(925) 228-5635 x10, to learn more and book
your classroom program today for the 2019-2020
school year!
MVSDs wetlandandpollution prevention-themededucation programs
are available now for Contra Costa school children.

Celebrate P2 Month in September
“Pollution Prevention” or “P2” is any practice
that reduces, eliminates, or prevents pollution at
its source (also known as “source reduction”). P2
is different and more desirable than recycling,
treatment, and disposal, and it’s one of the simplest
and most effective keys to saving our resources

and moving toward sustainability. MVSD invites
you tojoin theannual celebration of P2 month in
September and remember that by consuming and
throwing away less, you will reduce the need to
handle, treat, and dispose of waste.

KEEP YOUR DRAIN

FAT FREE

PUT FAT, OIL AND GREASE IN THE TRASH
POLLUTION PREVENTION WEEK

SEPT 16-22

Have you seen the MVSD Pollution Prevention Billboard along I-680?
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Solid Waste Service RateAdjustment
MVSD has a franchise agreement with Allied Waste
(doingbusiness as Republic Services) toprovide
trash collection, recycling, and disposal services
within the unincorporated county area of MVSD’s
boundaries. The market for recycled materials has
become inundated and international markets are
accepting less and less material from the U.S.
In March of 2018, the People’s Republic of China
reduced the maximum acceptable contamination
on all incoming recyclable material shipment levels
from a previous 10% to 0.5%. This reduction in
contamination level is difficult to achieve and
requiresadditional timeand staff attheMaterial
Recovery Facility to sort out contaminated
recyclable material. Additionally, China has further
restricted all imports of recyclable materials from
the United States causing other markets for recycled
materials to beoverwhelmed.

Inthepast,RepublicServiceswasabletosupport
recycling programs with the sale of recycled
materials. It now costs much more to run these
programs, and in order to continue to provide
recycling services, Republic Services sought, and
received, approvaltoincreaseratesfortrashand
recycling collection.Therecycling rateincrease
requested by Republic consists of a $0.78 increase
per residential account and a 2.35% increase for
commercialandindustrialaccounts,whichbecame
effective in June 2019.
Effective January 1, 2020, Senate Bill 1594
will require the composting of residential and
commercial green waste. Republic has requested a
one-timerateincreaseof7.73%forallresidential,
commercial and industrial accounts. This rate
increase will take effect on January 1, 2020.
As the franchise holder for this service, MVSD
conducted a public hearing in May of 2019 to receive
public testimony about the proposed rate increases.

As the franchise holder for this
service, MVSD conducted a public
hearing in May of 2019 to receive
public testimony about the proposed
rate increases.

The cost of running recycling programs has risen, requiring a recent adjustment for all residential,
commercial and industrial solid waste services provided by Republic Services.
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Get to know the Mt. Diablo Wetlands Fund!

Through the Mount Diablo Wetlands Fund, we aim to protect, restore and share the wonder of regional wetlands through education
and community engagement.

The East Bay Wetlands are truly an environmental
marvel of our region - they provide natural
resources, encourage biodiversity, and enhance the
quality of life for our local communities. The Mount
DiabloWetlandsFundaimstoprotect,restoreand
share the wonder of regional wetlands through
education and community engagement.
The Mt. Diablo Wetlands Fund was originally created
as“DorothyM.SakazakiEnvironmentalEducation
Endowment Fund (DBA the Mt. Diablo Wetlands
Fund)” in 2012. Dorothy M. Sakazaki was a long time
resident of the Vine Hill neighborhood in Martinez.
She served on the Board of Directors of Mt. View
Sanitary District (MVSD) for 29 years and was the
first woman elected to the Board.
Dorothyunderstoodthatprotectingourwetlands
and educating our kids about the importance of a
healthy environment helps ensure a brighter future
in our region. Dorothy’s contributions towardthe
acquisition,restoration,andrehabilitationofthe130
acresof pristinewetlands knownas theMcNabney
Marsh will continue to be of benefit to hundreds

ofchildren,students,residentsandlocalvisitors
eachyear.ThefundwillnowdobusinessastheMt.
Diablo Wetlands Fund in 2019 to reflect the area
served and its primary mission. Donations tothe
fund help support the Wetlands Field Trip program,
provides teachers with Wild about Wetlands (WAW)
Classroom Kits, and helps fund restoration and
wetland protection efforts.
Did you know that you can help to keep this
important environmental education program going
for the next 20 years? By donating to the Mt Diablo
Wetlands Fund, you can help students in Contra
Costa County enjoy a hands-on experience in
the natural world, free of charge. Please visit our
websiteat mtdiablowetlands.orgtodonate.Or,
mail your check made out to Mt. Diablo Wetlands
Fund, to Mt. Diablo Wetlands Fund c/o MVSD P.O.
Box 2757 Martinez, Ca. 94553. Donations to the Mt.
DiabloWetlandsaretaxdeductible.Learnmoreby
visiting www.mtdiablowetlands.org or check out
ourFacebookpageathttps://www.facebook.com/
MtDiabloWetlandsFund/
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Moorhen Marsh Receives Prestigious
CASA Award
Mt. View Sanitary District is very pleased to
announcethat theMoorhen Marsh Western Pond
Turtle Habitat Enhancement Project was awarded
the prestigious Outstanding Capital Project by the
California Association of Sanitary Agencies (CASA)
for 2019.
Moorhen Marsh, constructed in 1974, was the
first wetland on the West Coast to use treated
effluent as its primary water source. MVSD
produced the Moorhen Marsh Management Plan
(2013), which called for significant improvements
tothehistoric constructedtreatment wetland.
These improvements became the recently
completedMoorhenMarshWesternPondTurtle
Habitat Enhancement Project. The two-year
project provided: 1) improvements including pond
excavation/deepening, levee reconstruction,
replacement of water control structures, wetland/
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3800 Arthur Road
PO Box 2757
Martinez, CA 94553
(925) 228-5635

riparian habitat enhancements, additional basking
habitat for western pond turtles, and nesting habitat
for herons, and 2) improved visitor access and
facilityupgrades, includinga newADA-compliant
pathwayandboardwalk,viewing platform,additional
dip-netting areas for MVSD’s Wetlands Field Trip
Program, two new picnic areas, and ten new wetland
interpretive panels. We hope you will make plans
to visit our award-winning wetland to see these
improvements for yourself!

A western pond turtle basks in the sun at Moorhen Marsh.

