
KEEP YOUR
DRAINFAT FREE

PUT COOKING GREASE
 IN THE TRASH

At MVSD, we want your holiday season 
to be as pleasant as possible. Nothing 
ruins a joyous gathering with friends 
and family more than a messy and 
costly waste water over flow! We want 
to help you keep your drains healthy. 
The number one thing you can do is 
to keep fats, oils and grease out of the 
drain. 

Fats, oils and grease (also known as 
FOG) can be found everywhere during 
the holidays. Just take a look at those 
drippings from that roasted turkey, the 
oil used to fry up some delicious treats, 
or that leftover creamy artichoke dip. 
It is very important that this FOG goes 
into the trash and NOT down the drain!

When poured down the drain as a liquid 
or in the form of food scraps, FOG 
hardens in pipes and causes blockages. 
Just because you run hot water or 
the garbage disposal, this does not 
mean that the FOG will dissolve. As 
FOG continues to build up over time, it 
causes the capacity of sewer pipes to 
decrease. Eventually, this can lead to a 
complete pipe blockage. 

A blocked pipe can lead to a waste 
water overflow, which can be bad 
for your personal property, the 
environment and your wastewater 
system. FOG backups in the home may 
cause damage to your home and/or 
possessions. It may make your home 
temporarily unlivable and repairs can 
be very costly. Additionally, these 
overflows when they occur near storm 
drain systems can cause untreated 
wastewater to enter creeks and rivers, 
creating a potential health hazard to 
humans and wildlife. FOG backups are 

also costly for MVSD in terms of clean 
up and pipe replacements. We work 
diligently to keep your rates low, but 
unfortunately, continual problems with 
FOG backups could necessitate rate 
increases in order to cover the cost of 
the repairs. Keep your rates sewer rates 
low by avoiding costly sewer repairs.

Leftover FOG should always go in the 
trash instead of down the drain. Allow 
the leftovers to completely cool, and 
then put them in a disposable container 
such as a plastic bag, jug, or jar. Wipe 
remaining FOG from pots and pans with 
a paper towel before washing. 

We hope you have a happy holiday 
season and we appreciate your help in 
preventing FOG-related waste water 
overflows!
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MVSD Wishes You a FOG-Free 
Holiday Season!

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING 
TIME CHANGES, PLEASE TAKE 
OUR SURVEY!

MVSD is considering changing the times 
of the Board meetings. Please visit www.
mvsd.org to take a survey and let us 
know your preference. 

UPCOMING FREE EVENTS:

Check out these upcoming free events 
sponsored in part by MVSD. They are a 
great way to get outside and learn about 
wildlife! Contact Kelly at kdavidson@
mvsd.org or at (925) 228-5635 x19 for 
more information and to sign up for any 
of the events listed below.

AMERICAN KESTREL NEST 
BOX WORKSHOP

Saturday, December 12 
10:00 am – Noon

Join a wildlife biologist for an informative 
presentation on American Kestrel natural 
history, breeding biology, and threats to 
their survival. After, we will build nest 
boxes you can take home or leave at 
MVSD for installation. No skills necessary 
and all materials will be provided. One 
to four people can build one nest box. 
Maximum of 10 participants.

Please note, there are no MVSD events 
scheduled for January and February. 
Please check our Facebook page, or the 
February 2016 edition of the Mt. View 
Monitor for upcoming events for spring 
of 2016! 

UPCOMING BOARD 
MEETING DATES

MVSD Board of Directors meetings are 
held on the second Thursday of each 
month at the District office at 3800 
Arthur Road and are open to the public.

Thursday, December 10, 2015, 6:30 pm
Thursday, January 14, 2015, 6:30 pm 
Thursday, February 11, 2015, 6:30 pm

California passed a law banning the sale of 
cosmetic products containing microbeads. 
Microbeads are the tiny plastic balls found 
in products such as soaps and toothpaste. 
They do not dissolve when rinsed down 
the drain, and they are not broken down 
by the wastewater treatment process. 
They end up back in water sources and are  
harmful to the environment and wildlife. 
MVSD customers that would like to dispose 
of products containing microbeads 
(indicated by the words polyethylene 
or polypropylene on the label) without 
putting them down the drain can take 
them to the Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Facility (HHW), 4797 Imhoff 
Place, Martinez. There is no drop-off 
fee. The facility is open Monday through 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Did you know?



MT. VIEW SANITARY DISTRICT 
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If you would like to receive an electronic 

version of the Mt. View Monitor in your 

e-mail, please visit www.mvsd.org to sign up.

You may need to get your rain boots ready! 
Weather experts have suggested that the 
expected El Nino weather pattern this winter 
could bring an abundance of rainfall.

This precipitation is much needed to help 
rebuild some of our state’s water supply. 
However, because it has been four years 
since we have received any substantial 
rainfall, it is important to be prepared. At 
MVSD, we have taken steps to prepare our 
infrastructure to be able to accommodate a 
larger than normal amount of water runoff. 

One large project that MVSD has recently 
completed is the Influent Pump Station 
Rehabilitation project, which we described 
in our August 2015 edition. The project 
involves replacing two 60-year-old pumps 
in the Influent Pump station with new 
submersible pumps, and adding additional 
wet weather capacity via a new trailer 
mounted diesel pump. This project allows 
MVSD to provide efficient and high-quality 
service, even during a large storm event. 
This is an example of your rates being 
reinvested back in the infrastructure to 
better serve our customers. 

Every year the District takes Wet Weather 
preparation seriously. The drastic increase 

in wastewater flow that can happen in 
a peak wet weather event can test the 
capacity of the treatment plant and the 
sewer collection system if not managed 
with care. The District Operators spend 
many man hours in the fall making sure the 
collections pump stations and treatment 
plant are maintained in a state of wet 
weather readiness as winter approaches. 

Preparation for peak rain events includes 
verifying that portable standby pumps 
are ready for deployment to supplement 
pumping capacity in the plant or sewer 
pump stations or to bypass major trunk 
sewer lines should they become blocked. 
Standby generators are maintained and 
checked on an on-going schedule.

During the wet season, weather forecasts 
are monitored daily. If it is determined that 
a Wet Weather Alert is necessary, the tide 
gates are closed and marshes water levels 
lowered to allow for filling by storm water 
and plant discharge. Additionally all District 
Operators are placed on “On-Call” status. 
During a peak wet weather event the plant 
is monitored closely and adjustments are 
made at specified flow triggers.

Customers can help us by…. Directing storm 

water flows to storm drains rather than the 
sewer collection system on their property. 
Customers can also help by keeping fats, 
oils and grease out of the sewer system. For 
tips on this, please review the MVSD Wishes 
You a FOG-Free Holiday Season article in 
this newsletter. 

These small falcons, once known as “Sparrow Hawks”, are often spotted 
perched on fences or telephone lines watching for prey including beetles, 
grasshoppers, mice, and lizards. Kestrels will hunt as a family group, 
providing important practice sessions for youngsters still honing their 
skills. Although color differences between the sexes is uncommon in 
raptors, kestrels buck this trend. Males sport slate blue wings and one 
black bar on orange tail feathers while females have orange wings with 
black stripes and many black bars on orange tail feathers. 

Kestrels are cavity nesters and will use nest boxes – though MVSD is still 
trying to attract nesting pairs to the three boxes installed in 2013. Look for 
kestrels hovering over uplands or perched on fence lines in the District’s 
wetlands. Because populations are declining, we are keeping a close eye 
on our kestrel population through participation in the statewide phenology 
study. Learn more about the study here: http://ca.audubon.org/news/
audubon-chapters-california-piloting-new-climate-research-project

Introducing the American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)

MVSD is getting social! We are pleased to announce 
that we have recently created a Facebook Page! Get 
all the latest news and updates about MVSD by liking 
us! Visit www.facebook.com/mtviewsd

MVSD Preps for a Potentially Wet Winter

A male American Kestrel in Flight. Photo by David Hemmings.

A view inside the newly rehabilitated Influent 
Pump Station. Photo by Keith Raynor.


