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 In thIs Issue: SuperviSor Federal Glover TourS MvSd
   On Wednesday, January 18, 2012, 
MVSD had the distinct honor of pro-
viding Contra Costa County District V 
Supervisor Federal D. Glover and two of 
his staff a tour of the District’s facilities. 

   The MVSD service area representation 
at the County Board of Supervisors 
recently transitioned from District II 
Supervisor Gayle Uilkema to District V 
Supervisor Federal Glover because of a 
re-drawing of the supervisorial district 
boundaries. While MVSD will greatly 
miss long time District supporter 
Supervisor Uilkema, we are pleased to 
make a new friend in Supervisor Glover.       

   In addition to his political career as 
a City Council member for the City of 
Pittsburg, where he was mayor from 
1998-1999 and as member of the County Board of Supervisors since 
2001, Supervisor Glover brings wastewater governance and industrial 
experience to his representation of MVSD.  Supervisor Glover represents 
the County on the Delta Diablo Sanitation District Board of Directors. 

     Following a brief overview of the District and its environmental pro-
grams, Board President Randell Williams, District Manager Mike Roe, and 
Assistant District Manager Neal Allen accompanied Supervisor Glover, 
District V Chief of Staff David Fraser, and District V Representative Paul 
Adler on a walking tour of the District’s facilities. Their interest in the 
District’s activities, processes, issues and concerns demonstrated their 
keen understanding of local government issues as well as their desire to 
learn about MVSD and the District’s needs. 

   The District is pleased to have welcomed Supervisor Glover, Mr. Fraser, 
and Mr. Adler to MVSD and we look forward to building a strong rela-
tionship in District V.

Supervisor Federal Glover brings a 
wealth of wastewater governing 

experience to his representation of 
MVSD and its rate payers. 
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MVSD’S New StuDeNt INterNShIp prograM 
MVSD is excited to announce our new internship opportunities for high school 

and college students in the East Bay.  MVSD now offers hard working and determined 
students the chance to apply traditional academic classroom learning to actual work 
experience in their chosen field. 

The District strongly believes that internships are an important tool in recruiting, de-
veloping, and retaining innovative people and a critical part of assisting the District in 
meeting the needs of today while preparing the workforce of the future. 

To qualify for an unpaid student internship as a laboratory, administrative assistant, 
or wastewater operator intern, the student applicant must meet the criteria below. For 
more information, contact us at 925-228-5635 x10.

• College or vocational school students must be enrolled or have completed programs that have as the pri-
mary subject environmental studies, business, engineering, or wastewater studies.

• Must have a letter of recommendation from an instructor at the educational institute they are currently 
enrolled in or from which they have recently completed course work.

• Must have a current cumulative GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale. 

• Have strong initiative and the ability to work independently. 

• Meet job description specific qualifications. 

doroThy M. Sakazaki Fund SupporTS MvSd’S eFForTS To 
enhance habiTaT and environMenTal educaTion

At the January 12th, 2012 meeting, the MVSD Board of Directors unanimously voted to 
create a new nonprofit organization honoring Dorothy M. Sakazaki – a past Board mem-
ber who was exceptionally dedicated to MVSD and its rate payers. The creation of this 
nonprofit public benefit corporation, the Dorothy M. Sakazaki Environmental Endow-
ment Fund, will allow the District to more actively seek grants and other gifts to support 
the District’s environmental programs, including the Wetlands Field Trip Program and 
management and enhancement of its 150 acres of wetland habitat. 

With the creation of this new fund, MVSD can better manage its environmental pro-
grams while lessening the financial burden to rate payers.  If you have questions about 
the new fund or just want more information, please contact Assistant District Manger 
Neal Allen at 925-228-5635 x32.

Sydney Corona from Danville pilot-tested MVSD’s new internship program during the 
summer of 2011. Sydney worked in MVSD’s laboratory alongside the District Chemist. 
Sydney did a great job during her brief time with MVSD, and we all wish her the very 

best as she heads to St. Mary’s College to pursue a BS in Chemistry.
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The houSehold hazardouS 
WaSTe collecTion FaciliTy 
   Hazardous waste generated by residents and 
businesses can reach our waterways through 
runoff, sewer spills, storm drains, and landfills, and 
can pollute our local water environment. 

If you are an MVSD customer, the HHWCF and 
its services are free to you (small businesses 
pay a modest fee). The facility is easy to use and 
conveniently located near Highway 4 and I-680 
in Martinez. 

Please follow these guidelines when preparing 
to drop off hazardous waste at the facility:

 Ø Materials must be packaged in sturdy, non-leaking con-
tainers no larger than 5 gallons. Original containers are 
recommended.

 Ø Small leaking containers can be placed in sealed plastic 
bags. Larger containers should be placed in separate, cov-
ered, and non-leaking containers for safe and worry-free 
transport.

 Ø Containers can be placed into boxes lined with plastic 
garbage bags.

 Ø Five gallon plastic buckets with lids are available at most 
hardware stores and make good transporting containers.

hhWcF hourS
 Ø Residents: 

Monday - Saturday, 

9 AM - 4 PM

 Ø Reuse Room: 

Monday - Saturday, 

9 AM - 3:30 PM

 Ø Small Businesses: 

Monday - Saturday, 

by appointment only

WaTch ouT For ThoSe 
noT So FluShable WipeS!

If toilets are used as trash cans, prod-
ucts that should not be flushed into the 
sewer system can cause a sanitary sewer 
overflow (SSO). An SSO is the release 
of raw sewage into the environment, 
public streets, and even into your home 
through sinks, toilets or showers. 

One of the most common culprits of 
clogs that result in SSOs are the so-called 
“flushable” wipes used for cleaning or 
personal hygiene. These products don’t 
dissolve the way toilet paper does. 

“Flushable” wipes clog pipes and cause 
expensive and time consuming repairs 
for homeowners. These products also 
clog public sewer pipes and pump sta-
tion equipment, leading to sewer back-
ups. Save yourself and MVSD from a pain 
in the drain—put wipes, rags and towels 
in the trash, not the toilet!
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chriSTMaS bird counT aT MvSd
In 1900, naturalist Frank Chapman organized the first Christmas Bird Census. Today, 

more than 50,000 birding enthusiasts participate across the nation in an all-day count 
of winter bird populations known as the Christmas Bird Count or “CBC”.  The 2011 count 
period for the CBC across the country ran from December 14, 2011 to January 5, 2012. 

On Saturday, December 17th, volunteers from Mt. Diablo Audubon Society counted 
birds in McNabney and Moorhen Marshes as part of the CBC. The foggy weather made 
finding and counting birds a little tricky, but perseverance eventually paid off with 58 
species sighted (compared with 78 species for the 2011 CBC with no fog). 

NOTABLE SPECIES HIGHLIGHTS
 Ø 2 Green Heron

 Ø 1 Sora

 Ø 1 Merlin

 Ø 1 Peregrine Falcon
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WFT proGraM helpS Teach Science To eleMenTary STudenTS 
   A report on the status of elementary science education in California prepared by the Center for 
the Future of Teaching and Learning at WestEd summarizes extensive new research examining 
science education in California’s classrooms. One critical finding shows that elementary students 
have little access to high-quality science education. Other findings from the study reveal:

• 40% of elementary teachers say they spend 60 minutes or less teaching science weekly

• Only 33% of elementary school teachers say they feel prepared to teach science

• 85% of teachers say they have not received any professional development in science during the last three years

• Only 44% of principals believe it is likely that a student would receive quality science instruction in their school

   Although much of what the study reveals about science education in California is discouraging, 
MVSD believes that our award-winning Wetlands Field Trip (WFT) Program is helping Contra Costa 
County teachers bring science alive for their students. This hands-on environmental education 
program is designed to meet a number of science content standards for third, fourth, and fifth 
grades, including those in Life Sciences and Earth Sciences. 

   MVSD is proud of this valuable opportunity we provide to teachers and students in the County, 
and as rate payers - we hope you are proud too! Special thanks goes to Shell Martinez Refinery for 
their ongoing support of the program. For more information on the study, visit www.wested.org. 
For details on the WFT Program, contact District Biologist Kelly Davidson at KDavidson@mvsd.org.

The Merlin is a small falcon about 10 inches long. These fierce predators rely on 
speed and agility to hunt successfully. They often fly fast and low, typically less than 
a few feet above the ground. Compact, powerful and extremely aggressive, the Mer-

lin is one of the most able aerial predators of small to mid-sized birds in its range.  
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bioloGiST donaTeS bee    
boxeS To increaSe habiTaT 
For caliFornia naTive beeS!
      California native bees are mostly solitary 
bees (the easily recognized colonial honey 
bee is native to Europe). Many of our native 
bees nest in the ground. For these species, 
you need to be sure to leave some bare 
ground in your garden because these im-
portant pollinators can’t burrow though a 
thick layer of mulch or a sheet of plastic.   

   But some native bee species need cavities 
to build their nests in. Many of these, in-
cluding mason bees and orchard bees, will 
nest in a prepared box when natural nest 
sites aren’t available. 

   Jeff Alvarez from the Wildlife Project in 
Sacramento, CA recently donated both ma-
terials and his labor to build and install two 
bee boxes for MVSD’s Wildlife Garden.  

   The bee 
boxes will 
provide 
important 
nest sites 
for native 
bees, and 
the boxes 
are easily 
accessible 
for student 
observation 
during the 
Wetlands 
Field Trip 
Program.

   The District thanks Jeff for his donation 
towards increasing habitat for pollinators in 
and around MVSD’s wetlands. 

iSland enhanceMenT projecT 
in Moorhen MarSh 
  In November and December 2011, habitat 
restoration specialists from The Watershed 
Nursery in Richmond, CA planted approxi-
mately 300 native plants on two of the five 
islands in Pond A-2 in Moorhen Marsh. 

                     
        

   The plant species selected were chosen to 
provide potential nesting habitat for West-
ern Pond Turtle, a reptile listed as a species 
of special concern by the CA Department 
of Fish and Game. Additionally, plants were 
chosen that could fend off the non-native 
and highly invasive Perennial Pepperweed.   

   The new plants received a thick layer of 
mulch to help retain water during the stub-
bornly dry fall and winter seasons. MVSD 
extends its thanks to The Watershed Nurs-
ery staff for their hard work and expertise 
with this wetland habitat enhancement 
project to benefit Western Pond Turtles in 
Moorhen Marsh and the surrounding area.

   If you have questions about this project, 
or just want more information on Western 
Pond Turtles, contact District Biologist Kelly 
Davidson at KDavidson@mvsd.org.

The Western Pond Turtle , a species of special concern, 
makes its home in Moorhen Marsh.

Biologist Jeff Alvarez donated over 20 hours 
building and installing bee boxes for MVSD. 



 Ø Meet at the observation platform just 
before the tunnel.

 Ø Dress in layers and wear comfortable, 
closed-toed shoes.

 Ø Bring binoculars if you have them; we 
have a few pairs to loan.

 Ø Beginners are always welcome.

 Ø Heavy rain cancels!

Join District Biologist Kelly Davidson for a fun and informative 
hike around the McNabney and Moorhen Marsh system. We will 

introduce you to the diversity of resident and migrant birds found 
in and around these historic Contra Costa wetlands. Some species 
will be nesting and we will look for both nests and young.

WeTlandS birdinG Field TripS
SaTurday, april 28 and SaTurday, May 19, 2011 

8:00 aM - 11:00 aM
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For More inForMaTion pleaSe conTacT:
Kelly Davidson, District Biologist
925-228-5635 x19  v  kdavidson@mvsd.org  v  www.mvsd.org

Free evenTS aT MvSd!

hoMe coMpoSTinG WorkShop
SaTurday, March 24  10:00 aM - noon

Ever wonder what to do with lawn clippings, leaves, and kitchen 
scraps that you hate to throw in the garbage? Consider compost-

ing. Finished compost improves soil structure and adds nutrients to 
gardens and yards. And the best part of composting is it puts to good 
use wastes that might otherwise end up in a landfill. 

Join us for this popular free two-hour workshop by calling 1-800-
750-4096 x2 to sign up. Space is limited, so call today!

iT’S Free!
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Kelly Davidson, District Biologist
925-228-5635 x19  v  kdavidson@mvsd.org  v  www.mvsd.org

For More inForMaTion pleaSe conTacT:

john Muir aSSociaTion’S birThday

earTh day evenT
SaTurday, april 21, 2012 - 10:00 aM - 4:00 pM

Every May, MVSD celebrates American Wetlands Month. 
Started by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) and its partners in 1991, American Wetlands Month is 
an opportunity to educate the American public about the 
functions and benefits of wetlands. 

For more information, please visit the EPA web site at: 
www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands and then come out and 

join us for one of our events!

Join us again this year for another fantastic John Muir Birthday–Earth Day Celebration at the John Muir    
National Historic Site in Martinez. Admission is free, and there are lots of fun things to do and see! 

Guests will enjoy interactive activities for children and adults, live entertainment, self-guided tours of the 
historic home and grounds—including the California Native Plant Garden—and much more. The Cel-

ebration is presented by the John Muir Association and the National Park Service. For more information visit 
the Association’s web site at: http://www.johnmuirassociation.org/.

Canada Goose and chicks in Moorhen Marsh

pleaSe join uS!

May iS aMerican WeTlandS MonTh 
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SprinG evenTS  

See paGe 6 and 7 For deTailS 

If you would like to be on our mailing list for public       
events, please send a request to info@mvsd.org. 

SaTurday, March 24  
hoMe coMpoSTinG WorkShop

SaTurday, april 21  
jMa birThday-earTh day

SaTurday, april 28  
MvSd WeTlandS bird Walk

SaTurday, May 19  
MvSd WeTlandS bird Walk


