THE

MT. VIEW

MONITOR

FEBRUARY 2018

FREE WEEKEND
PROGRAMS:

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN YOUR
PRIVATE SEWER LATERALS

HOME COMPOSTING WORKSHOP
Saturday, March 24
10:00 am – Noon
Ever wonder what to do with lawn
clippings, leaves, and kitchen scraps
that you hate to throw in the garbage?
Consider composting. Finished compost
improves soil structure and adds
nutrients to gardens and yards. And the
best part of composting is it puts to good
use wastes that might otherwise end up
in a landfill. Join Master Composter Todd
Sutton for this FREE, two-hour workshop,
a collaborative effort between MVSD and
Contra Costa County. Call the county at
925-674-7831 to sign up. Space is limited!

JOHN MUIR BIRTHDAY – EARTH
DAY CELEBRATION
Saturday, April 21
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Join MVSD at the John Muir Birthday–
Earth Day Celebration at the John
Muir National Historic Site in Martinez.
The event is hosted by the John Muir
Association and the National Park
Service (NPS). Admission is FREE, and
last year’s event hosted over 3,000
visitors! The celebration will feature
more than 50 exhibitors offering a host
of Earth Day activities and environmental
awareness information for children
and adults. Find out more at www.
johnmuirassociation.org.

maintain their private laterals.
Poorly maintained private
sewer laterals can contribute
to inflow and infiltration
problems, cause blockages
and contribute to Sanitary
Sewer Overflows (SSOs).
Many older homes still rely
on original sewer laterals
that have become cracked or
damaged by earth settlement
or blockages due to grease,
tree roots or other causes.
Cracks and leaks allow for
This diagram shows a typical private sewer lateral.
inflow of groundwater into the
Image courtesy of Central Contra Costa Sanitary District.
public sewer main, increasing
Private sewer laterals are pipes that carry
the wastewater flow and the potential
wastewater from homes and businesses to
for system overload or SSOs. If roof or
the public sewer main in the street. These
driveway drains are connected (illegally)
pipes consist of upper and lower private
to private laterals, this further increases
laterals, both of which are essential for
the infiltration of rain water into the public
directing wastewater away from homes,
sewer system.
churches, schools and businesses and must
MVSD encourages property owners to
be properly maintained. Private sewer
inspect their private lateral whenever a
laterals are not under the jurisdiction
property is transferred and at least once
of MVSD or other public wastewater
every five to ten years, to identify any
agencies. In the MVSD service area, as
defects or blockages. If problems exist, a
in most communitities, the entire private
contractor should be hired to correct the
lateral is owned and maintained by the
problem. A permit is required for repair of
property owner.
laterals and homeowners are required to
MVSD is required by the State Water
maintain their laterals in working condition.
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to
Keeping your private sewer lateral in good
manage and maintain the public portion
shape will help protect your property value.
of wastewater systems. Property owners
are required to regularly clean, inspect or

NEW FLOATING TREATMENT ISLAND PROJECT HELPS
CLEAN UP EXCESS NUTRIENTS AND HEAVY METALS
Usually, islands don’t float. But what if they did
and what if floating could help these islands
clean water? That is the purpose of MVSD’s new
pilot project in Moorhen Marsh. These structures
are designed to take advantage of the natural
processes of plants and microbes to augment
human-made water treatment and encourage
robust microbial activity in the roots and soil. The
floating islands will be installed in March to help
remove excess nutrients from Moorhen Marsh while
the Biotower is offline for maintenance. The islands
are constructed from plastic with baskets that hold
plants that can grow roots submerged in water
rather than soil.

This image is an example of a floating island, similar to the ones used in
the pilot project.

Plants for the floating islands will be harvested from
Pond B by the California Conservation Corps in
February and the structures will be installed in in Ponds C, D, and E, in March once the Enhancement Project Phase A ponds come
back online. If the pilot program is successful, additional structures could be installed in Moorhen Marsh and in McNabney Marsh too
to help control algae blooms and provide additional nesting habitat for wildlife like songbirds and waterfowl.

MVSD OFFERS NEW CLASSROOM PROGRAMS

SPRING GARDEN REMINDER

Phase B construction for the Moorhen Marsh Habitat Enhancement
Project will preclude MVSD from offering our popular Wetlands Field
Trip Program between September 2018 and January 2019. During these
months, MVSD is partnering with the Lindsay Wildlife Experience to
provide 1-hour classroom programs for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students.
Teachers can choose from the following:

We know spring is
coming and you’re
starting to think about
gardening. Please
remember to put
proper storage and
disposal of pesticides
on your to-do list.
Pesticides need to
be disposed of properly to prevent accidents
and protect the environment. Buy and mix only
what you need and keep pesticides in their
original containers with labels attached. When
transporting pesticides, keep them away from
groceries and pet food. For more information
on safe disposal, please visit: http://mvsd.
org/residents-and-businesses/householdhazardous-waste-collection-facility/. Please
consider reducing or eliminating pesticide use
whenever possible.

•

Craft a Wetland Critter

•

Water Quality for Life

•

Wetland Wonders

We will start taking reservations in August for Fall/Winter 2018-2019
programs. For more information, please contact Stephanie Seregin at:
sseregin@mvsd.org.
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GET TO KNOW THE MARSH WREN
The diminutive Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris) is a common and
vocal inhabitant of freshwater wetlands throughout California. The male
sings all day to defend his territory, scattering many “dummy” nests in
vegetation to attract females. Not often content with the male’s harried
building efforts, the female will either choose a nest to “fix up”, or she will
start over and build a brand new structure. She typically lays a clutch of
3-6 eggs and both parents care for the chicks.
Although nesting habitat has temporarily been reduced in Moorhen Marsh
because of the enhancement project, wren numbers should increase as the
new plantings mature. MVSD is pilot testing a project in Moorhen Marsh
(see article on floating treatment island on page 1) that may help replace
habitat for wrens and other birds in McNabney Marsh that was lost to tide
gate operations.
The Marsh Wren (Photo credit: David Lang/Great Backyard
Bird Count Participant, courtesy of Audobon Field Guide)

If you would like to receive an electronic
version of the Mt. View Monitor in your
e-mail, please visit www.mvsd.org to sign up.

For a sewer emergency 24/7:
Call (925)228-5635
Visit www.facebook.com/mtviewsd

